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legislation designating a postal facility
in Hamden, Connecticut after the late
Linda White-Epps.

This measure was introduced by my
good friend, the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO), introduced
on February 8, 2005 and unanimously
reported by the Committee on Govern-
ment Reform on May 5, 2005. It enjoys
the support and cosponsorship of the
entire Connecticut delegation.

By all accounts, Linda White-Epps
was a very active member of her com-
munity. A member of the Hamden Leg-
islative Council, Ms. White-Epps served
on the executive board of the local
NAACP and on the Board of Directors
of the local Boys and Girls Club. Most
importantly, she was a two-time presi-
dential Point of Light recipient and a
breast cancer activist.

Linda White-Epps will forever be re-
membered for founding ‘‘Sisters’ Jour-
ney,” a nonprofit support organization
for women of color who have survived
breast cancer. The organization pub-
lished a calendar featuring African
American cancer survivors and their
stories and their words of support. The
calendar also serves as an important
reminder to conduct breast self-exams
and schedule mammograms.

Although Linda survived breast can-
cer in 1990, it eventually took her life
in October of 2003.

Mr. Speaker, I commend my col-
league for seeking to honor the legacy
of Linda White-Epps and urge the swift
passage of this bill.

Mr. Speaker, I yield such time as she
may consume to the sponsor of this
legislation, the gentlewoman from
Connecticut (Ms. DELAURO).

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, I want
to thank the gentlewoman from Wis-
consin (Ms. BALDWIN) and the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER)
for their kind remarks about a wonder-
ful, wonderful woman. I also want to
say thank you to my colleagues in Con-
necticut for their support of this effort.

I rise in support of the legislation
that would name the Whitneyville
Branch Post Office in Hamden, Con-
necticut the ‘“‘Linda White-Epps Post
Office,” and this is in honor of her he-
roic work on behalf of women battling
breast cancer.

To all who knew her Linda White-
Epps was an inspiration, a true friend.
An extraordinary young woman who
did so much to improve the lives of
those around her, she dedicated her life
to her community. She served in the
town government on Hamden’s Legisla-
tive Council and on the boards of local
nonprofits. As my colleagues have
heard, she served as an executive board
member of the NAACP and on the
Board of Directors of the local Boys
and Girls Club.

But it was her devotion to raising
awareness about breast cancer in Afri-
can American women that became her
life’s work. Linda herself had beaten
breast cancer in 1990, but knew that
the disease continued to affect minor-
ity communities disproportionately,
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with African American women facing
only a 72 percent 5-year survival rate,
15 percent lower than the survival rate
for white women.

That disparity inspired Linda to
search for ways to bring survivors to-
gether. Knowing that many women
often wait too long to be tested and are
reluctant to talk about their problems,
she wanted to ensure that all women,
regardless of race, would be able to
take advantage of the remarkable med-
ical advances we have seen over these
last several years. Whether it was early
detection or increasing access to the
best health care possible, she wanted to
give every woman a fighting chance of
beating this disease. She knew as a
breast cancer survivor, as I do as an
ovarian cancer survivor, that no one
should have to depend on luck when it
comes to fighting cancer.

So she created Sisters’ Journey, a
nonprofit organization which provides
education and support to breast cancer
survivors, their friends, and their fami-
lies, and it was the first of its kind in
Connecticut.

In 1999, Sisters’ Journey published a
calendar featuring the pictures of
women who have beaten the disease.
Each turn of a page provides a look at
another month, more stories from ‘‘sis-
ters” and words of encouragement to
women, teaching women to conduct
self-examinations and to get mammo-
grams regularly. The unveiling of the
calendar still occurs every October at a
fund-raiser known as the ‘“Pink Tea,” a
tradition Linda started.

In addition to Sisters’ Journey, she
organized the first Relay for Life held
in the Hamden community, raising
nearly $50,000 for the American Cancer
Society.

Sadly, Linda, a grandmother of two,
finally succumbed to the disease in
2003, and we miss her to this day. For
all her outspokenness on behalf of
women too reserved to speak up for
themselves, Linda faced her own breast
cancer in such a quiet way that many
of her neighbors and friends were not
aware of the gravity of her illness.

Linda approached advocacy with the
same humility, dignity, and grace, re-
ceiving numerous awards from the
American Cancer Society for her ef-
forts. She won the Greater New Haven
NAACP Freedom Fund Award and the
“Daily Point of Light” award by the
Points of Life Foundation, which hon-
ors those who have made a commit-
ment to bring people together through
service to help meet critical needs in
their communities. Indeed, she did.
And today, Linda’s legacy lives on in
her mother, Phyllis White, who long
joined Linda on her journey. Now she
has taken up her cause as well, bring-
ing new energy to that effort.

Mr. Speaker, Linda White-Epps lived
a life of hope and of resilience, perse-
verance, and dedication to community.
She did bring people together and for
the greatest of causes. As the grand-
daughter of a postal carrier, renaming
the Hamden Post Office in Linda’s
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honor would be a most fitting tribute.
I urge my colleagues to support this
legislation.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further speakers at
this time, and I continue to reserve the
balance of my time.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, we have
no further requests for time, and I
yield back the balance of my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I urge all Members to support
H.R. 627, and I yield back the balance
of my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California). The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs.
MILLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 627.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds of
those present have voted in the affirm-
ative.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, on that I demand the yeas
and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the
Chair’s prior announcement, further
proceedings on this motion will be
postponed.

———————

ROBERT M. LAFOLLETTE, SR.
POST OFFICE BUILDING

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and pass the bill (H.R. 1760) to des-
ignate the facility of the United States
Postal Service located at 215 Martin
Luther King, Jr. Boulevard in Madison,
Wisconsin, as the ‘“Robert M. La
Follette, Sr. Post Office Building”’.

The Clerk read as follows:

H.R. 1760

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. ROBERT M. LAFOLLETTE, SR. POST
OFFICE BUILDING.

(a) DESIGNATION.—The facility of the
United States Postal Service located at 215
Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard in Madi-
son, Wisconsin, shall be known and des-
ignated as the ‘“‘Robert M. LaFollette, Sr.
Post Office Building”’.

(b) REFERENCES.—Any reference in a law,
map, regulation, document, paper, or other
record of the United States to the facility re-
ferred to in subsection (a) shall be deemed to
be a reference to the ‘‘Robert M. La Follette,
Sr. Post Office Building™’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) and the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER).

GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
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material on the bill under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I
may consume.

This important legislation, intro-
duced by the distinguished gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN),
names a Post Office in Madison, Wis-
consin as the ‘“‘Robert M. La Follette,
Sr. Post Office Building.”

Robert La Follette, Sr. was a giant in
Wisconsin and American politics
around the turn of the 20th century. He
served the people of the Badger State
as a Congressman, a Senator, a Gov-
ernor, and even ran and finished third
in the 1924 presidential election, falling
to incumbent President Calvin Coo-
lidge. His passion and his rousing
speaking style earned him the nick-
name ‘‘Fighting Bob.”

As a member of this body, he was
chairman of the Committee on Expend-
itures in the Department of Agri-
culture in the b51st Congress, after
which he lost a reelection bid in 1890.
He returned home to a law career in
Madison that began before his first
stint in Congress.

Sixteen years after his defeat in 1906,
he was elected to return to Wash-
ington, this time as a United States
Senator. He was reelected three times
before he died in office in 1925, shortly
after his bid for the presidency ended
the previous year.

His legacy was further enhanced
when his son actually succeeded him as
a Senator and went on to a significant
political career of his own. Another son
also held up the family name by be-
coming Governor of Wisconsin in 1931.

Mr. Speaker, all seven members of
the Wisconsin delegation have joined
Congresswoman BALDWIN as cOSponsors
of H.R. 1760 to prove the stature of
Robert La Follette in Wisconsin polit-
ical history. This Post Office in Madi-
son will be an appropriate memorial to
his legacy.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

I rise in support of this bill, and I
would first like to thank my colleagues
from the Wisconsin delegation, Rep-
resentatives OBEY, SENSENBRENNER,
PETRI, MOORE, KIND, GREEN and RYAN,
who have joined me as original cospon-
sors of this bipartisan resolution to
designate the Post Office at 215 Martin
Luther King, Jr. Boulevard in Madison,
Wisconsin as the ‘“Robert M. La
Follette, Sr. Post Office Building.”

Mr. Speaker, Robert, otherwise
known as ‘‘Fighting Bob” La Follette,
is a true Wisconsin hero and a leader of
the progressive movement. He was born
on a farm in Primrose, Wisconsin on
June 14, 1855. This would have been the
150th year of his birth. La Follette was
elected to this body at the young age of
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29 and served three terms as a Repub-
lican from 1885 to 1891. It is such a
privilege to hold his congressional seat
over 100 years later.

After losing his seat, La Follette re-
turned to Wisconsin to practice law in
Madison. It was at that point that La
Follette reached a turning point in his
political career, when he felt that a
party stalwart was trying to bribe him
to fix a court case. Lia Follette decided
that it was time to challenge corrup-
tion in politics. He did so by taking his
ideas directly to the ©people. La
Follette went on speaking tours at
county fairs and as a Chautauqua lec-
turer. He spoke about his commitment
to eliminating the corruption in gov-
ernment and in corporations, the rail-
roads, and banks.

He was elected Governor of Wisconsin
in 1900, as a Republican, and during his
tenure La Follette was able to pass and
implement many progressive reforms
and anti-corruption measures, includ-
ing instituting the direct primary elec-
tion in Wisconsin.

La Follette was elected by the Wis-
consin State Legislature to the U.S.
Senate in 1905, over 100 years ago, and
he was elected while he was still serv-
ing as Governor of the State. He re-
signed as Governor in 1906 to once
again return to Washington to rep-
resent the people of Wisconsin.

In the Senate, he fought against cor-
ruption and led the investigation into
the infamous Teapot Dome scandal
that revealed the oil lease scandals of
the Harding administration. His prin-
cipled work in the Senate was so high-
ly regarded that a mural of La Follette
was placed in the Senate Reception
Room in 1959 as part of a collection of
five outstanding Senators.

La Follette ran for President on the
Progressive ticket in 1922. The Progres-
sive Party championed a populist agen-
da, which included reforms to outlaw
child labor, allow workers to organize,
increase protection of civil liberties,
and end discrimination on the basis of
race, class, and creed. Just outside the
House chamber doors, you can visit a
statue of ‘“‘Fighting Bob’ La Follette.
Wisconsin chose La Follette as one of
two State heroes to be included in the
U.S. Capitol’s National Statuary Hall
collection.
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Mr. Speaker, this weekend I had the
privilege of addressing graduating stu-
dents as a commencement speaker at
the University of Wisconsin, Madison.
In that speech, I spoke to the grad-
uates about the obligation to carry one
of Fighting Bob’s legacies forward, the
Wisconsin Idea.

The Wisconsin Idea is the notion that
government should collaborate with
the State’s public universities to ad-
dress serious social and economic prob-
lems. In simple terms, the Wisconsin
Idea is often expressed by saying that
the boundaries of the university are
the boundaries of the State.

I would also like to share with you
one other of my personal heroes, La
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Follette’s wife, Belle Case La Follette,
who La Follette regarded as an equal
partner in life. Belle Case La Follette
was the first woman to graduate from
the University of Wisconsin law school.
She was a woman before her time, sup-
porting women’s suffrage and advo-
cating civil rights legislation for eth-
nic and racial minorities.

La Follette referred to her as my
wisest and best counselor. Mr. Speaker,
I would like to close with how appro-
priate the location of the Madison Cap-
itol Station Post Office is in honoring
La Follette. This post office is in the
shadow of the Wisconsin State capitol,
where La Follette developed many of
his progressive ideas and support for
farmers and the working person, oppo-
sition to monopolies and corruption in
politics, and his belief that a strong de-
mocracy requires fair distribution of
both wealth and power.

This summer, on June 14, Fighting
Bob’s greatest supporters will come to
Madison for his 150th birthday celebra-
tion. And I am particularly grateful
that this bill has been brought to the
floor for a vote in time for this celebra-
tion.

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of
my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I yield 2 minutes to my dis-
tinguished colleague, the gentleman
from Wisconsin (Mr. PETRI).

Mr. PETRI. Mr. Speaker, it is an
honor to speak in support of H.R. 1760,
a bill to designate a post office in
Madison, Wisconsin, as the Robert M.
La Follette, Sr. Post Office Building.

Fighting Bob La Follette was a
strong progressive Republican voice for
the people in the late 19th and early
20th century. During his political ca-
reer as a district attorney, and espe-
cially as a Congressman, Governor and
Senator, Bob La Follette fought to im-
prove the lot of farmers, workers, chil-
dren and women, and battled against
corruption in politics.

As Governor of Wisconsin, he pro-
posed and implemented the Wisconsin
Idea, a philosophy that public leader-
ship, in combination with academic ex-
pertise, will improve the performance
of government. This philosophy was
the driving force in the progressive
movement, and here in Washington led
to the creation of, among other things,
the Congressional Research Service.

Bob La Follette believed that the
government should be more directly in
the hands of the people. Therefore, he
pursued policies, such as the establish-
ment of direct primary nomination.
Under his leadership, Wisconsin be-
came one of the first States to adopt
child labor laws and pass a women’s
suffrage amendment.

As a Congressman and Senator, he
brought his progressive Republican pol-
itics to the national stage by playing a
major role in bringing about the direct
election of Senators and spearheading
an investigation into the Teapot Dome
scandal. And you can imagine how pop-
ular he was when elected to the United
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States Senate and stood up and asked
for a roll call vote over and over and
over again, for the first time in a gen-
eration putting his colleagues on the
record as to whether they were voting
for or against railroad legislation and a
variety of other things.

And the public record, combined with
direct election of Senators, revolution-
ized the United States Senate and
American politics from the Mississippi
west in our country, in particular.

Bob La Follette was the kind of
American that all of us, regardless of
party, can be proud of. Accordingly, I
urge support of H.R. 1760.

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 3
minutes to my friend, the gentlewoman
from Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE).

Ms. MOORE of Wisconsin. Mr. Speak-
er, it is with such great pride and
pleasure that I stand here in support of
H.R. 1760, to name a post office after
Fighting Bob La Follette.

You have heard from my other col-
leagues from Wisconsin about the insti-
tutions that this man has built and the
impact that this one man has made on
not only the institutions in Wisconsin,
developing a civil service system, that
has had an impact throughout our
country, establishing the Congres-
sional Research Service, which really
put us on par with the K Street lobby-
ists in terms of having information and
knowledge about the initiatives that
take place here.

But Fighting Bob La Follette has put
us on the map internationally, as Wis-
consin has been a leader in the world,
training people in democratic institu-
tions. Fighting Bob La Follette is a
hero to me. He was a powerful voice, a
Lincoln Republican. He was a powerful
voice with the underrepresented, out-
spoken for their issues no matter how
unpopular or controversial.

He denounced any discrimination
based on race, creed, class, during the
era, for example, of the Ku Klux Klan
resurgence. He called for investigations
of World War I profiteers and defended
antiwar activists that were sent to jail.

One of the favorite quotes of Bob La
Follette that I think is apropos for
where we are today was a quote that he
made arguing on the United States
Senate floor, and I would like to end
my remarks with that quote: ‘“We
should not seek to inflame the mind of
our people by half truths into the fren-
zy of war. The poor, who are always the
ones called upon to rot in the trenches,
at some time will be heard. There will
come an awakening. They will have
their day, and they will be heard.”

Ms. BALDWIN. Mr. Speaker, I have
no more requests for time, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I would urge all of my col-
leagues to support this bill.

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
strong support of H.R. 1760, to designate the
post office located at 215 Martin Luther King,
Jr. Boulevard in Madison, Wisconsin, as the
“Robert M. La Follette, Sr. Post Office Build-

ing.”
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“Fighting Bob” La Follette was one of our
great American leaders. He spearheaded polit-
ical reform in both Wisconsin and the Nation,
laying the framework for the progressive
movement. As governor of Wisconsin, he
gained the respect of local farmers, small
business owners, and intellectuals with his
pledge to break the power of the private mo-
nopoly system over the economic life of the
American people.

La Follette consistently championed the
rights of women, minorities, the working class,
and the poor. He called for reform of a tax
system that disproportionately burdened mid-
dle and lower income Americans, and he cam-
paigned for agricultural reform to relieve the
distress of farmers. La Follette’s progressive
party also called for government control of rail-
roads, the outlawing of child labor, the right of
workers to organize unions, and increased
protection of civil liberties.

“Fighting Bob” La Follette was a man fierce
in his convictions and steeped in the ideals of
Lincoln and Jefferson. In 1957, the Senate
voted him one of the five most outstanding
Senators of all time.

Mr. Speaker, | fully support H.R. 1760 to re-
name a post office in Madison, Wisconsin in
honor of this extraordinary American, Robert
La Follette.

Mr. SENSENBRENNER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today in support of H.R. 1760 to designate the
postal facility at 215 Martin Luther King, Jr.

Boulevard in Madison, Wisconsin, as the
“Robert M. La Follette, Sr. Post Office Build-
ing.”

A man of the people, Bob La Follette cap-
tured the hearts and minds of Wisconsin’s citi-
zens and rose to a place of distinction in the
history of my State and this Nation. His storied
political career began as a Republican when
he was elected District Attorney of Dane
County in 1880.

“Fighting Bob,” as he would become known,
served right here in the House of Representa-
tives from 1885 to 1891. Although he was de-
feated for re-election in 1890, Fighting Bob re-
turned to his law practice and demonstrated
the resilience for which he developed a ster-
ling reputation.

After two failed attempts for the Governor-
ship, La Follette was elected Wisconsin’s
twentieth Governor in 1990. During his three
terms as Governor in the early 1900’s, La
Follette led the State out of debt and earned
a reputation as a skilled orator and a cham-
pion of the people.

Fighting Bob returned to Washington in
1906 following his election to the U.S. Senate,
where he served until his death in 1925 at 70
years of age. It is no accident that one of my
State’s two statues prominently displayed in
Statuary Hall is dedicated to “Fighting Bob” La
Follette. He served Wisconsin and the United
States honorably. | urge my colleagues to join
me in honoring Bob La Follette by supporting
this resolution.

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I have no further requests for
time, and I yield back the balance of
my time.

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DANIEL E. LUNGREN of California). The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentlewoman from Michigan (Mrs.
MILLER) that the House suspend the
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 1760.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds having voted in favor thereof)
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the rules were suspended and the bill
was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

————
GENERAL LEAVE

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that
all Members may have 5 legislative
days within which to revise and extend
their remarks and include extraneous
material on H. Res. 266.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from Michigan?

There was no objection.

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND
IDEALS OF PEACE OFFICERS ME-
MORIAL DAY

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr.
Speaker, I move to suspend the rules
and agree to the resolution (H. Res. 266)
supporting the goals and ideals of
Peace Officers Memorial Day.

The Clerk read as follows:

H. RES. 266

Whereas the well-being of all people of the
United States is preserved and enhanced as a
direct result of the vigilance and dedication
of law enforcement personnel;

Whereas more than 870,000 law enforcement
personnel, the highest amount ever in the
United States, serve their fellow citizens as
guardians of peace;

Whereas peace officers are on the front line
in preserving the right of the children of the
United States to receive an education in a
crime-free environment, a right that is all
too often threatened by the insidious fear
caused by violence in schools;

Whereas 153 peace officers across the Na-
tion were killed in the line of duty during
2004, well below the decade-long average of
165 deaths annually, and a major drop from
2001 when 230 officers were killed, including
72 officers in the September 11th terrorist at-
tacks;

Whereas every year, a law enforcement of-
ficer is Kkilled somewhere in the United
States every 53 hours, and there are also
56,000 assaults against our law officers each
year, resulting in 17,000 injuries;

Whereas section 136 of title 36, United
States Code, requests that the President
issue each year a proclamation designating
May 15 as Peace Officers Memorial Day in
honor of Federal, State, and local officers
killed or disabled in the line of duty; and

Whereas on May 13, 2005, more than 20,000
peace officers are expected to gather in
Washington, D.C. to join with the families of
their recently fallen comrades to honor
those comrades and all others who went be-
fore them: Now, therefore, be it

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives—

(1) supports the goals and ideals of Peace
Officers Memorial Day to honor Federal,
State, and local peace officers killed or dis-
abled in the line of duty; and

(2) calls upon the people of the United
States to observe such a day with appro-
priate ceremonies and respect.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentlewoman from
Michigan (Mrs. MILLER) and the gentle-
woman from Wisconsin (Ms. BALDWIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from Michigan (Mrs. MILLER).
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